Blunt Intraoral Trauma Resulting in Internal Carotid Artery Dissection and Infarction in a Child.
A 16-month-old child fell forward onto her toothbrush sustaining minor oropharyngeal injury. The following day, she became acutely lethargic with localizing neurologic signs of a cerebrovascular infarct. CTA and MR imaging demonstrated occlusion of the right internal carotid artery with a large right middle cerebral artery territory infarction. She was treated with decompressive craniectomy and anticoagulation but remained weak on the left side. Pediatric oropharyngeal injuries can rarely be complicated by internal carotid artery injury with dissection, thrombosis, or embolization to the cerebral circulation. For the best outcome, carotid dissection treatment requires prompt diagnosis at the initial onset of neurologic symptoms. However, further research is needed to determine the best management and advanced imaging work-up for neurologically intact children.